Bay Lake Area History:
Rallroads & Mining on the
Cuyuna Range

This is a story of rallroads, mining, immigration and entrepreneurs . It includes visionar
gutsy men making risky, high stakes investments, boom and bust towns and workers, m.
them immigrants, toiling in a dirty and dangerous environment . Atbest 6 s a s
covering only &ew of the key characters and events. If it sparks an interest, leahere and
howto buy the Cuyuna Country Historical Preservation Society books by going to the
History Profect page on BayLake.org.

Bay Lake is only a few miles from the southern edge of the Cuyuna Iron Range.

Duration: About 10 minutes.
Click or scroll to advance the slides.

Credit goes to all of the real historians and authors who have written about our area. See the last sl
for the sources. The accuracy of the det:
Questions or comments : Contact Paul Erickson at ericksonpaulsue@aol.com



Keep These People, Dates &
Facts In Mind




Rallroad Expansion &
Immigration




Cuyler Adams

In 1870, Cuyler Adams, 18, who came from a
owell to doo family,
trade & trap. While there he learned about
mining from men seeking iron ore on what later
became the Vermillion Range.

When he heard about t IER
he bought large quantities of NP stock which he I
later exchanged for 100,000 acres of North 8
Dakota farmland (that the US Government
had given to the NP as an Incentive to build
their transcontinental line). He then moved to
North Dakota where he sold his holdings to
new farmers at a substantial profit.

In 1878, he used some of his fortune to purchase prime timber land south of
Deerwood and to build a home on Reno Lake.



George Crosby

In 1886, George Crosby, 25, went to the
Hibbing area to search for iron ore.

He was highly successful and became
wealthy by selling and leasing his claims to
mining comparnlies.

While on the Mesabi Range, he felt the living conditions of the miners was
deplorable .



