


Introduction

Welcome to Bag [ ake /’7’1:5t01y JOI, a Prcscntat/bn tﬁatattcmpts to tell some of
the stories of some of the or{gina/ settlers of our community.

/t was created for those who love Baﬂ Laéc because when we learn about our
/71:‘5t01:9 we 5t'rcngt/76n our communizy.

[ ven those who slcpt i'/7roug/7 /nisi'ory classes will find it interesting. [ he castof
characters will become familiar. (Go t'/7roug/7 it more than once and you’// think of
them as your friends (and your boat rides will be more in tcrcstlhg).

Dluration: 15 minutes

Numcrous historians and authors have written about our area. 5cc the [ast slide (l: =1 ‘6ourccs” f
T/)C accuracy of the details isn’t guaran teed,

Qucstions or comments : C ontact /> aul En'c:kson at crfcksonpau[suc@ao/ com
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/3 ar{g Native Americans

Man came to our area as the g/ac:zlers receded.

Nomadic hunters, tisherman, 53 therers of berries, nuts & weeds.

Nomadic bunters, bow & arrows, ceramic vessels and burial grouna’s (evidence of
settlements in the (Gull [ ake area).

[ ess nomadic, fénmhg (wild rice), settlements move from rivers to lakeshore.

T he fur trade was active. 7776 Dakota were cf;ﬁsp/accc{ [75 Ojl'[?wc.
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5@553[9@553 mah Trai/

With the Eui/a/ﬁvgof the NF KK fine, came the
settlement of I/Vl'tﬁlhgton. Kobert Archibald who

was on the first survey crew, was the first
homesteader.

(When ]posta/ service was established the name was
cﬁangca’ to [Deerwood to avoid confusion with

Wortﬁlbgton ).

Manﬂ of Bay Lakc ’s can{g settlers
came down the .56553[7653/773/7 7_1'31'/
from I/Vl't'ﬁlhgton A Deerwood.



[Homestead Sections (|~ ven #) vs.
NFKRK Sections (( Oa'a/ 2,

Jo promo te the Bwfdz}vg of transcontinental rail
//'ncs, the (//5 Grov't gave every odd numbered
section within 6 miles of the new line to the
railroad.

Bay [ ake is within 6 miles of the line thatwas
built from [ ake 5upcrior to [ ugctﬁounc/
(which goes tﬁroug/l Deerwood). So
ap, roximately half of Bay [ ake was available for
omesteading. T he land that was given to the
raffroad was available for Purcﬁasc,

T his atfected the timing and pattern of
c]cvc/opmcnt. For cxamP/c, the land that is now
Baﬂ [ ake Shores was homesteaded while
E ag/&wooc/ had to be Purc/:ascd




Dave & [ illie Achibald

In 1882, PDave & 7_12[/16 2 rclvléa/c], became the first 535 Lakc settlers. [Dave had
been born in Nlova Scotia in 1845. Alt/mugﬁ t/ney intended to homestead, the land
was in Section 3 (odd numﬁcrcc]) so it had to be Purcﬁasccf.



AC/ﬁ[)a/a' ((_ontinued)

T/:el%orlglha/ /og home was replaced Pn’or to about 1920. T he house was later
Purcﬁasc by the Bclow fami{g from Kansas.

7 he property js now owned by Pelow decedents (Blistains & Wolfs).



Nicolas Néwgarcf
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Nick Ne wgarcz born in Penmark in 1845, settled in W’tﬁihgton (Deerwood) in
1874 where he worked as a laboreron the track gang and at the sawmill.

Jn 1877, he became a part of the first romance in the new settlement when he married
Mar:g Jo/mson, sisterof a I/V;Z'ﬁl}?gton area homesteader. L/nfortuna t'e/y she died

within a year. [Je neverremarried.

/n 1882, he homesteaded most of what later became the /‘fa// /> ropcri:y and
Birch [ awn.



Milem, (_hristensen & Pennett
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p of Bay Lake’s Noi
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Jn 1882, Jo/m M/I/cm, Christian (hristensen & Ashac/ Pennett homesteaded the
northwest area of., Bay [_a,ée.

Pennett built a sa wmi//ﬁust castof where K uttger’s Main Lodgc /s t'oc/ay).

Jn 1884, 535 [ ake was established as a voting Prcczbct. Jo/m Mi/cm, Dave Archibald and
Nick Ncwgarc] were named a.fjuc]gcs. Milem’s home was the first voting /o/a ce.



Fenrich K nietf & [ ouise

Wasserzieher

[Tenrich K nieﬂ; born in Gcrmany in 1822, married
Doris Schlatterin 1953.

Tﬁeﬂ settled in New (///m in 1856 where [Jenrich
opera ted a ferfyéoat and had a tin 5/70P. Afterthe Civil
War tﬁcy moved to Crysta/ 535 on [ ake Minnctoméa.

Doris died in childbirth in 1868 lea ving 7 children under
the age of 1 5.

Jn 1872, [fenrich married [ ouise l/t/asserzieﬁcn 777:3:9
returned to Ctysta/ Bay where four more children were |
born.



K nieff ((_ontinued)

In 1883, [Henrich & [ ouise homesteaded on the
northeast shore of, 535 [_akc.

T heirfirst winter was spent /iv:hg in Nick Newgard’s

chicken coop.

[n 1885, i'/m:g built their home (1 212 Picturc after
additions).

Toa’aﬂ, their grandson A/f)@fi’ (A and his wite Juc{g own K nietfs Shore Acres

and live in the onglha/ house.



Otto & Adeliz

Wasscrzic'ﬁcr

Otto Wasserzicher, [ ouise (Wasserzicher) K nietFfs
brother, born in Gcnnanﬂ ini837, married A dele Vogt

in 1869. (Ficture d aE cgat-fg )/4 dele and their son

In 1883, Otto accompanied [Jenrich K nietf on his
ex /bratory tﬁ}) tfo 555 [ ake and, in 1884, he and
Lc/e homesteaded cast of /< nietfs on the north

shore of |~ cho [ ake (now [ ame [ish [ ake).

T here wasn’ta road, but t/m:y could visit [75 boat tra vc/lhg across |~ cho
| ake down the Mud River and into 53 [ ake.
i



Wasserzieher ((_ontinued)

his Paintin% done /:g [Fenrich Kniett, c{c/oicts the

asserzieher homestead where ¢ cy grew berries and

app/cs.
Toc]ay, tﬁcﬁ“gfancfson, K en,and his wite Sharon ,five
on the homestead (north side of | ame /:15/1 [ ake
e Koad at he "/\//ap/e 55rup” 5{gn).
[ ater, theirson | dward, owned and opcratcc]

5unsct C abins, a smallresort acj’acent fo ( and now
owned [75) K uttgers.

[T built and opera ted this steamboat to fcrly
peo le on 535 [_aéc and Ec/m [_akc (now JEIE
F£/7 Lakc). /‘/e had adra w[aricfgc between the
Jakes.

Toa’aﬂ, their granc]son, (il and his wite Dorot/y, still own propert between
K uttger’s and 5/1161‘31}1 ’s (the former -A rchibald Propcrlyf




Gcorgc & Maggfc [Hunt
B

Jn 1883, Geozgc Albertand Maggfc [Hunt (and their 1 1
c/ii/a’rcn), homesteaded most the southwest Portion of
Baﬂ Laéc {anc/ a Parcc/ across the /a;éc).

L
=TI

With Nick Newgard and the P ————
Wasserzichers, the [Junts later formed the b LR il
Baﬂ [ ake [Fruit Growers, an organization 3 ' B
t/vatsﬁzﬂojocc] Proa’ucc from PDeerwood [)5

bOXCEI“.

[ ater, the. Pw‘cﬁascc/ the northern Fortfon of [Funter’s
Baﬂ Fgoint (which had been given to the NFRRK)

7_/76{9 built a frame house between tﬁgooin ts that are now owned [75 Pirkeland’s and

rickson’s.



[Funt ((_ontinued)

One of theirsons, Gcozgc Wilbur (known as <G W? or
“Grancfpa [Funt?) was a remarkable garcfencr.

[Te was also a [_aﬂ Minister at No;éaﬁ [ ake, \/ineland and
Peerwood. [fe walked to these locations.

B
7 heir érmﬁvg operation Jead to the c]cve/opment of [Junt’s ; :
Canncry which was laterowned and o)p&fatcd [75 one of their ﬂE:’

AN

sons, Ka{pﬁ, and his wite Alisimon. EP -l

Mang of our “older” residents remember buying sweet corn and berries at the
Canncry (often coming 175 [)031!) and home baked bread and Pics from Ka)/p/fs

sister-in-law, Silvia.



C /731‘/65 & A rilla Wﬁcc/cr

Jn 1882, (harles & Anilla Wheeler settled in l/V/i'/)m ton
where he held the POSIi'IOI‘IS ofﬁta tion Agent and /> ost

Mastcr

/n 1885, t/)c homesteaded what is now Content Dozfg s
Adc]ttlon and Bay La;éc 5/10/‘65

C harles died the follo wmg year. Arw//a moved to
Bramerc] where she met and married A [bert Ml//&f' the son
of C harles MI//CI‘; an car{y Gamson area homesteader-

£ B mu *| C/arcncc Wﬁcc/cr‘ son of Cﬁar/cs & Arwﬂa,

: B  was the first Kural Koute 2 mail carrier out of
Deerwooa’ f‘/c IS Plcturec/ with his side~car mail
c]c/zvcry motorcyc/e on a road thatwas in front
of the current Ku ttgers Kesort location.



/n 18886, the Fionccr Coopcrativc Com/oanﬂ (Lnown as the Baﬂ [_aéc Co/ony),

was chartered to be an "cxpcn}ncnt n coopera tive associations”.

T/tc co/onﬂ Purcﬁasca’ the Bcnnctt' sawmill and //Iéclg the Bcnnctt and Mi/cm

/70mcstcac/5.

Bcrmctt moved about 6 miles cast where he established another sawmill on the ecast
shore of F arm /s/ana' lake in a small settlement that became Bcnncttvi//c.

T/R‘) @ o/ony was a financial failure and it closed the next year, but it attracted a
number of, Pionccrs to 535 [ ake.



Joe & _Josephine
(Wasserzieher) K uttger

Jn 1886, Joseloﬁ J ¢ uttger, born in Gcrmany, lrll

came to Bay Lake to run the steam engfn& for

the C o/ony ’s sawmill.

W/Ien the Co/onﬂ c/oscd, he homesteaded
what is now Malkerson’s [sland.

[n the fall of 188 9, Joscpﬁi}vc I/]/.asschIZe/ler;

came to stay with ﬁﬁrrcccnt{g widowed sister,

[ ouise (l/Vasschtbﬁcr) K nieft.

front room of the K nietf home.

Abouta year later, Joe & Jos;?o/n'nc were married in the



Ku ttger ((_ontinued)

T//eﬂ lved in the home _Joe had built on the island {pfcturc of
Joe & Josepﬁzhc in their later years 55 the house which is still on
the island).

Alexwas bornin 1892. [n 1894, with their second child on
the way, t/m:g moved to the mainland.

500/7 afterward P t/m:g [>cgan construction of the home
(that even toJay /s part ofthe K uttger’s [_oa’ge [wﬂUw’ng)

which, later, led them into the resort business.

nel%granalson Jac,é,anc] his wite Ann, and t/ne/}"great granc]son C/u‘ts, and his
wite Joarmc, continue the K ut'tger’s Kcson!' /cgacy on 535 Lakc.



Erath Brothers

In 1886, the [ rath brothers came to work ‘!i’ “ N A@ ; | :
at the Co/onﬂ. i 5, | S| B . 4.

77165 homesteaded the shoreline that is

now 53170’ 5636/7 /> ané, Grcg Koaa’ and

Wa;éeman Koaa’ as well as a substantial
amount of Jand off the lake.

Onc of the brothers traveled to Nort/7 Da,éota to work the harvest. /‘fe returned
soon after the ice had formed. f'?’c crossed to K uttger /slanc/ and then C hurch
[sland but fell tﬁrougﬁ and drown on Br‘igﬁton Foint.

A yearortwo [ater, his brother also fell t'/7roug/7 the ice and drown on
Bn"gﬁt'on Foint.



[ orrey Sawmill

e When the Co/onﬂ sawmill closed in
; ! B : about 1887, James Torrcy and his son,

dBennett - Bay Lake /ra, who jointly operated a sawmill in
: Y op

Dcdrwooc/, built a mill on Baﬂ Lakc.

" 3 i | .

T he new mill was located across from Jndian Foint .

7_/76 property js now owned by the /‘fcgenes f.'ami‘/y.



orrey Oa wmill & Indian Foint

[ hisisa Pfct'urc of the Torrcﬂ sawmill with “Ku tiger Jsland”, where _Joe &
Josepﬁlhc were bomcstcac/cd, in the background'

/ra Torrcy ‘s house on [ndian Foint is now part of the Indian Foint Kesort.



Miller Sawmill

/n 1897, A/fmrt Mi//cz; from the Gamﬁson area, who had married ,4 rvilla nycc/cv;
widow of C harles Wﬁccfec the homesteader of what is now Contcnt; Dot:g’s
Addition and 535 [ ake 5/101‘:35, boug/:t the Torrcg sawmill.
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Toa’aﬂ, A/f?cri"s grana’son, A/Z?ert' M/flcrjt:, lives with his wite Muriel on [ ame
[ish [ ake Road.



A dolf [_ undstrom

[n 1900, Adolf | undstrom ]purcﬁascd what is
now (_hurch [sland P/anning to /og the lumber.

[Te'd come to America from Sweden with bis son
_Jobhn, after his wite died in childbirth.

/n ajoproximate[y 1 909, he lost his son to
tuberculosis.

[Te decided to return to Sweden and sold his
jsland to the First [ utheran (hurch of St Faul

for $1.00.

[First] utheran’s Bay [ ake Camp has been
operating on the island since 1926.
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Ar‘t/wf; Esr & Gora/n Gray

/n ] 904, Artﬁur& [ aster Gray Purcﬁascd a farm
north of the lake.

Two years [ater t/my Purcﬁasca’ land and built a store
on the 5@55@56531773/7 77‘311{ note the oxcn).

Ini1 219, t/wg sold the store to K uttger’s (now K uttger’s
C ountry 5torc).

7_/76ﬂ then Purc/zascc/ 8 acres and built a resort

T/wir son, Gora’on, [ater opcra ted a resort, hardware store and millworks . HC‘
sold the store and millworks to Larfy & Nancg 7770/775 in 1989 who turned it into an
Ace [Hardware Storein 1973 and built 3 new Eui/d;r'ng in ]989.



Nc Wgaraf Ha/l K uttger &
“Contcnt”

5331 "Q St R };“Wi In 1 902,/ . F. [Hall an architect from Du/utﬁ,ﬁrougﬁt his
A b B bride to Kutigcﬂs.

W/7i/c on a walk i'/nfy met /Vfc;é N&wgara’ and sometime
Prior to 1973, tﬁcy Purc/mscc] some of the his property.

Ncwgarcf then Purcﬁasecf a portlbn of the Wﬁcc/cr

ﬁomcstcad wﬁcr‘c /76 bui/t' a3 /70mc.

[n his [ater years he asked his friend Joe K uttger to
check on him i smoke si'oppcc] comlhg from his c/7in7nc:9.

T he smoke stoppcc] . _Joe checked. Nick was dead. T he roperty was willed to
Joe. Toa’ay It 18 part of “(ontent” which is owned f)ﬂ the Johnson & /< eller
Families.



A a’ams, Torrcy &K oads

lor (¢ ‘i' oA R Z¢ %!k
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Sometime Pn’or to 1913, K uttger [sland was
soldto (. Uﬂ/cr Adams (who discovered iron ore
in the [Deerwood area .....and whose name was

used to name the C uyuna Kangc).

[ aterit was sold to the (old %, ancestors of the
currentowners.

7 he origina/ road a/ong the North Shore went abng the shoreline (in front of

current cabin locations).

Ancf, on the /V W side of the lake the road went across what is now the Ka//cstac]
F arm (l.e. well a way from the lake).

Jra Torrcy, who sold his sawmill to A/Ecrt Mi//cr; fraf e
homesteaded what is now the ﬁansen /::ami@ Proper{y and B A /
much of /Vorl'/)east r cho Bay. |




Watfensmith, Magﬁan & Path

Jo/m & [ thel
l/Vaﬁ(cnsmitﬁ settled
5 W of 535 La;éc. M 53 th homesteaded
[ ater generations the far northeast shore
settled on the east side and E 3 A Ba th
of the lake (1 [)ﬂ what is homesteaded to his
now I/Va#ensmﬂ'ﬁ Koad) cast.

K obert Mag/')an married, A\ [isetta \/io/etta M/fcc) Mi//er c]augﬁt'cr of car{g
Crarrison area homesteader (_harles Miller and sister of A lbert Miller who took
overthe Torrcy sawmill. 7_/76 homesteaded Ey f’ artn'c/gc Laéé in J]883. Later

generations Jved west ofyﬁag La,ée (near what is now Mag/mn Koad)



5ummaiy of. ,50[]76 of the E ar[g
/‘fomcstcadcrs & 5@ ttlers




Bay [ ake Schools

Tﬁcrc were at least 4 Bay [_akc area
schools.

T he first school was built in 1884, on land |9
that was donated [95 John Milem . e

NORTH BAY LAKE ™

/n ] 902 jt was rcP/acec] by a new Bui/c]ing = 1 14 f Dhstriet N 1
(where Kui’tgcr’s tennis courts are toc]ay). ] == =l T o
T he oﬁ'gfha/ /og schoolhouse was
dismantled and moved to [Deerwood

Jo wn5/7{p.

A list of the Pupi/s enrolled in1 910 include the follo wing
familiar names: Albert & (Casper Miler, I/Vi//liam, FEd & Max
Kut’tgﬁr; Marie Arc/ﬂ(?a/d,/p Mortimer Bath, ( larence
Wﬁcc/er and Myr/e F uller M/ex K uttgcr’s future wifc).



Schools (continued)

o S *g%g w'
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P [ his picture of the K atrine School was
takenin 1917

[t was located near [Junter's Bag ust
north of what is now [~ ag/cwooc/ K{)ad' ]
[ he two rut road [ater became /79g/7 way
6 and then [~ aglewood Koad.

Note that [Junters Bay is visible in
both Pictur‘cs.
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/n ] 962, f‘ﬁgﬁwag 6 was relocated and the schoo/ W4 i \
house was condemned. Art [Jansen ( C urt’s fét'//er) (BTN
[7ougl7i' the f?ui/afr'flg and moved it to it’s current site. i g T




A few of the car[g
‘6ummcr F cop/c 4

(ntil air c:ona’it'lbnlhg became Popu/arit was common for Pcop/c from K ansas and
Missouri to seek the cooler Minnesota climate.

/n 19017, /: rank & Hc/cn Bc/ow, from 5t [_ow:s, MO, came to Kuttgcr*’s and
[ater Purc/mascc/ some of the Arc/nl’?a/c/ Prolocrly and 5[/‘0’ /S/ancf

T heir decedents Plistains & Wolfs own
the former /4 rchibald Propcrtg toc/ay.




7-/76 Kansas C o/onﬂ

Jn 1898, Mr. & Mirs., Fred Poone, from Junction City, Kﬁ were K uttger’s first "rcgfstcrcc/
gucsts”anc/ [ater t/lcy Purc/u—asca’ Propcrtﬂ on the Nort/7 5/70rc ( now the 7-/'ctz /70mc).

Over the years t'/'lcy enticed many other K ansas families to buy property on Baﬂ [ ake.

E vcntua/{g the shoreline east of, K ut't'gcr“s became known as the Kansas C o/onﬂ.

5Pnhgcr, Wc{gc/ & Wagaman (Manbattan), Poone & Durland Uunc:i'ion Clty),
Mcycr (Atchinson), [Folton & Plack (Wichita) A c/c/ii'lbna/{g Kitchies [9oug/7t on

the northwest shore and Warehams (Manhattan) Iourc:/mscc/ the northeast Point In
the Rattle Foint RBirch | awn area.



[nabout 1920, [ B &L///a Frerce (from the [ win (ities)
bcgan c:ampiqg on land that was owned [)5 G W f‘]'unt.

[ ater t'/wy were able to lwy +Jots (now Farrish, Mac/(ay,
[ rickson & 50565 Propcrtlbs) .

T/?C/%grancfson, Pud Mac/(ay, still ives on one of the lots.
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Oources

| he contents of this
presen tation
came from interviews and these

WOI’IG’CUK LI/ AOOLS.

See how and where to [Dug them in the f'ﬁstozy F rcy’cct
section atbaﬂ/a,éc. org.






